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Introduction 
The premise of  this book is that the Bible, which is comprised of  both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament, is one redemptive story that begins in Genesis and concludes in Revelation. While 
hundreds of  people are mentioned in the Bible, and many stories are told, there is an overarching 
redemptive narrative that brings coherence to the various parts and shows that history is moving 
toward a goal planned by God. This is the true story of  the world that shapes and informs our lives. 
In an age of  competing worldviews and metanarratives, we need a fresh vision of  God’s plan of  
redemption for his creation.  

The Old Testament spans over two thousand years and includes thirty-nine books written by 
a variety of  authors. As the story unfolds, there are times of  great rejoicing as God’s people 
celebrate the goodness and faithfulness of  their God and marvel at his wondrous works. Yet there 
are also periods of  profound despair and unimaginable loss and tragedy when his people suffer 
under his judgment for their rebellion and sin. We will discover that there are many high and low 
points in this redemptive narrative, but when the Old Testament draws to its conclusion, there is 
strangely no climactic ending to this story. There is no king reigning on the throne in Jerusalem. 
There is no glorious restoration as depicted by the prophets. There is no establishment of  a new 
covenant. There is no final defeat of  Israel’s enemies. Instead, the storyline of  the Old Testament 
ends with God’s people waiting for their God to act decisively in history and on their behalf. They 
are waiting for God to restore his people. They are waiting for God to raise up a son of  David who 
will establish an everlasting kingdom. They are waiting for God to deliver them and fulfill his 
promises of  old. God’s people are longing for the coming Messiah, who will bring the redemptive 
plan of  God to its glorious fulfillment. This means that the Old Testament ends with the story yet 
to be finished. This is the storyline that is taken up in the New Testament as God acts on behalf  of  
his people, according to his promises made to their forefathers. The story comes to a climax in the 
person of  Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection bring to fulfillment the promises of  old. The 
empty tomb of  the Messiah, therefore, lies at the center of  God’s plan of  redemption. The title for 
this Bible series is CASKET EMPTY, which points to this central truth. 

When we keep this larger redemptive narrative in view, it reminds us that we need to know 
the Old Testament if  we are to grasp what the storyline of  the Bible is all about. The Old 
Testament covers, indeed, the first two thousand years of  the story. This means that we will not be 
able to understand the significance of  the Messiah and the kingdom he establishes unless we 
understand the Old Testament, which is where the story begins and takes shape. The Old 
Testament is where key figures are introduced, such as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. 
It is where covenants are initiated and divine promises are made. It is where the law is given to 
Moses at Sinai. It is where the tabernacle is revealed and God’s glory is seen. It is where God’s 
promises to David are given—all the kinds of  information we need to know if  we are to 
understand who Jesus is and what the Bible is all about. It will also help us understand who we are 
and why we need a Savior. 

Yet even though the Old Testament is vitally important to the story, the reality is that most 
Christians know very little about it. Many Christians have read the New Testament or good portions 
of  it, yet people often find that the Old Testament is too difficult to understand. As a result, books 
like Chronicles, Habakkuk, and Nahum have never been opened. Even more tragic, many Christians 
have not come to know the God of  the Old Testament, who is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in lovingkindness and truth. This is indeed a great loss for the people of  God. 
Perhaps you are among those who have wanted to know more about the Old Testament, but you 
have found it too difficult to understand. Or perhaps you are familiar with some of  the stories, but 
you have never been able to make sense of  the whole. If  so, this book is for you. 

If  you are willing to embark on this journey with me through the Old Testament, I will help 
you along the way, pointing out the most important people and events and showing you how the 
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individual stories fit into the larger redemptive narrative. I will give you study tips along the way and 
show you which Bible passages to read. At times we will pause to reflect upon the greatness of  our 
God and marvel at the richness of  his redemptive plan that spans the entire Bible. Together we will 
journey through the biblical story, and it is my prayer that as you study the Scriptures you will 
discover afresh the God of  the Old Testament, who relentlessly pursues a stubborn and rebellious 
people. 

The order of  the Old Testament books  
As we begin our study of  the Old Testament, the first thing I would like you to do is open your 
Bible to the Table of  Contents. You will notice that there are thirty-nine books of  the Old 
Testament, beginning with Genesis and concluding with Malachi. The Table of  Contents helps the 
reader locate a particular book in the Old Testament. Yet this order can be somewhat misleading. 
Let me explain why. Many of  us are accustomed to reading books about history in chronological 
order. A history of  the Greek and Roman Empires, for instance, would discuss the Greeks before 
the Romans simply because the Greek Empire comes first chronologically. With this implicit 
understanding of  how history books are written and how we are to read them, you might expect 
that the books of  the Old Testament are similarly in chronological order. One of  the reasons why 
the Old Testament is so difficult to understand, however, is because most of  the thirty-nine books 
are not in chronological order. Let me show you what I mean. If  you look at the Table of  Contents 
in your Bible, you will notice that the names of  the first twelve books in the Old Testament are in 
the following order:  

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First 
Samuel, Second Samuel, First Kings, and Second Kings.  

These books are among the few books of  the Old Testament that are in chronological order. This 
means that the events described in the book of  Exodus take place after the events described in 
Genesis. But this is not always the case. Notice, for instance, that Hosea is located after Ezekiel and 
Daniel in the Table of  Contents:  

Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea.  

You might think, therefore, that the prophet Hosea is ministering after Ezekiel and Daniel, but 
Hosea actually begins his ministry over one hundred years earlier! You would not know this from 
the Table of  Contents. Another example is the book of  Nehemiah. You will notice that Nehemiah 
is located in the first half  of  the Old Testament, immediately following Ezra: 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First 
Samuel, Second Samuel, First Kings, Second Kings, First Chronicles, Second 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs. 

But the events described in Nehemiah take place toward the end of  the Old Testament during the 
TEMPLE period. This means that if  the books were in chronological order, Nehemiah would be 
one of  the last few books. So the first thing we need to keep in mind as we begin our study of  the 
Old Testament is that we cannot assume that the books are in chronological order. As we work 
through the Old Testament, I will be showing you which books belong to each time period and 
where they fit chronologically. While this study guide does not give detailed information about every 
Old Testament book, you will be learning about the main storyline of  the Old Testament and how 
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the individual books contribute to it. This is how the acronym CASKET is going to help you learn 
the Old Testament. 

The acronym CASKET 
The acronym for the entire Bible is CASKET EMPTY. Since we are studying the Old Testament, 
we are interested in the acronym CASKET. This is going to help you learn the storyline of  the Old 
Testament and place the books in their correct historical context. The Old Testament has been 
separated into six distinct periods with each period having its own heading and date: Creation (date 
uncertain), Abraham (2100-1450 BC), Sinai (1450-1050 BC), Kings (1050-586 BC), Exile (586-539 
BC), and Temple (539-430 BC). Each heading describes what takes place in the particular period, 
and the first letter of  each heading makes up the acronym CASKET. 

Key turning points in the redemptive plan of  God  
It is important for you to recognize that each period is “marked off ” by a key event. Countries have 
their own set of  events that mark off  one era from the next one. These events can include major 
wars, the rise of  significant leaders, economic downturns or upturns, periods of  civil war or 
oppression, times of  religious reformation, and the list could continue. The basic principle is that 
certain events are so important that they “mark off ” one era from the next. In the same way, we can 
identify key events in the Old Testament that are turning points in the redemptive plan of  God. 
Since the Old Testament is a history of  God’s people, these events can be dated as well. The 
acronym CASKET will help you remember these six periods and enable you to locate key people 
and events in their correct time period. If  you are able to memorize the acronym CASKET, along 
with the dates, key events, and people for each period, this will provide the framework for you to 
learn God’s redemptive story in the Old Testament. 

Why the acronym CASKET EMPTY? 
Let me explain the significance of  the acronym CASKET for the Old Testament. You may be 
thinking to yourself  that the title is rather morbid. Yes, it is. But the word CASKET reminds us of  
what takes place in the first few chapters of  the Bible. God gives Adam a command and tells him 
that death will come if  he disobeys it. Adam takes from the prohibited fruit, and so death enters the 
human story through disobedience. As we journey through the Old Testament, we will discover that 
the problem of  sin is revealed in the story of  Israel, for God’s people, like Adam, are transgressors 
of  his law. The acronym CASKET is a poignant reminder therefore that sin, which leads to death, is 
Israel’s (and our) fundamental problem. Yet the acronym for the entire Bible is CASKET EMPTY, 
which points to the solution to sin and death, found in the empty tomb of  the Messiah. 

The acronym CASKET EMPTY for the entire Bible  
The acronym EMPTY for the New Testament reminds us of  God’s saving purposes in the New 
Testament through five additional periods: Expectations, Messiah, Pentecost, Teaching, and Yet-to-
come. The acronym CASKET EMPTY points to the empty tomb of  Christ as the beginning of  
God’s new creation, the assurance that death has been defeated, and the guarantee of  our 
resurrection yet-to-come. CASKET EMPTY helps us comprehend and communicate God’s great 
redemptive story for all peoples. If  you are able to memorize the acronym CASKET EMPTY, then 
you will have a framework for remembering the entire sweep of  the Bible with the person and work 
of  Christ at its center. 

The Old Testament timeline 
I will be summarizing each period in the Old Testament shortly as a way of  providing you with a 
quick overview before you get started with the individual chapters that explain each period in detail. 


