
7 

 

Introduction 
The Bible is one redemptive story that begins in Genesis and concludes in 
Revelation. God inspired sixty-six different books, written in three distinct 
languages, over thousands of years, to reveal his single story for the whole world. 
He inspired human authors from different continents, ages, and social classes, to 
address us all. The overarching unity of the Bible is found in the revelation of the 
identity and character of God and his saving plan for humanity in Christ. The 
CASKET EMPTY Bible series seeks to help people understand God’s plan of 
redemption through history—with Jesus at its center. 

The Bible is one redemptive story. When we read the Bible, we come to know 
the incomparable person of the living God. His ways are higher than ours. He is 
both just and the justifier of the ungodly. We also come to know ourselves. We are 
made in the image of God. Yet we are fallen through the deception of sin. In the 
Bible we learn of God’s redemptive plan for all peoples that comes to climactic 
fulfillment in the death and resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. We find the 
provision for our forgiveness in the death of Christ on the cross. We discover a sure 
hope of eternal life through his resurrection. We find newness of life as we are 
transformed by the Holy Spirit. All study of the Bible should lead us to praise and 
worship the Lamb who was slain for us (Rev. 5:9-10). 
 The Bible is one redemptive story through history. The Bible begins with the 
creation of the world and ends with the consummation of all things. There is no 
time, place, or human experience outside the Bible’s frame of reference. There is no 
person, people group, or society for whom the Bible is irrelevant. As we have seen 
from our study of the Old Testament using the acronym CASKET, God’s saving 
purpose is revealed through six periods in the Old Testament that begin at 
CREATION and continue with the call of ABRAHAM and the covenant God makes 
with his descendants at SINAI. God’s redemptive plan advances in the period of 
KINGS when the monarchy is established and King David is promised everlasting 
kingship. Despite the judgment of EXILE, God’s plan remains certain as the final 
period of TEMPLE concludes with partial restoration and a vivid picture of future 
hope. As we journey into the New Testament to see how God’s plan of redemption 
is fulfilled in Christ, we will see that history still matters. The Bible is not a timeless 
catalogue of abstract principles to be applied. It is the historical narrative of God’s 
saving actions. If the events of the Bible did not actually occur in history, our faith 
is futile and we are still in our sins. Above all, if Christ has not been raised, then 
“we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:19). 
 The Bible is one redemptive story through history with Jesus as its center. 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are given more literary space than any other topic 
in the entire Bible. Jesus told the religious leaders of his day that Moses “wrote of 
me” (John 5:46). Jesus’ disciples claim: “We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:45). Jesus repeatedly 
showed his disciples from Scripture “that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
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day be raised” (Matt. 16:21; cf. Matt. 17:22-23). On the road to Emmaus, Jesus 
taught his disciples that the Scripture was about his death and resurrection (Luke 
24:26-27). This reminds us that Jesus is at the very center of God’s plan of 
redemption in the Bible. 
 An important passage for our study is 1 Cor. 15:1-4. Paul summarizes the 
gospel or “good news” of God. The gospel contains God’s royal announcement that 
Jesus is the Messiah and Son of God. The gospel represents the truth upon which 
believers stand. The gospel provides the means “by which you are being saved” (1 
Cor. 15:2). Paul solemnly testifies to the central truth of God’s gospel. The death 
and resurrection of Christ are the focal point: “For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). This passage provides the theological content for our 
acronym and the controlling cover images for the CASKET EMPTY Bible study 
series. The death of Jesus (represented by the cross on the cover of the Old 
Testament Study Guide), and his resurrection (represented by the empty tomb on 
the cover of the New Testament Study Guide) provide us with the orienting center 
of the biblical story. As we will see, Jesus fulfills the Old Testament hope and 
accomplishes God’s redemptive plan. His resurrection marks the beginning of the 
new creation. He is the seed of Abraham. He fulfills the law given at Sinai. He is 
the promised Davidic king. He brings about the return from exile. He builds a living 
temple for God’s own presence that will never be destroyed. In Jesus the Messiah, 
all of God’s promises are “Yes” and “Amen” (2 Cor. 1:20). 
 
The order of the New Testament books 
As we begin our study of the New Testament, the first thing that I would like you 
to do is open your Bible to the Table of Contents. You will notice that there are 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament, beginning with Matthew and ending 
with Revelation. There are four different types of material in the New Testament: 
Gospels (4), History (1), Letters (21), and Prophecy (1). The first four books of the 
New Testament are called gospels, since they focus on the good news that Jesus, the 
promised Messiah, has come. The four gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
The gospel writers faithfully record the birth, life, public ministry, death, 
resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus the Messiah. 

The second type of material is history. This does not mean that other New 
Testament books are not historical records, but rather, the book of Acts is identified 
as history since Luke records the narrative of historical events that take place after 
the ascension of the Messiah. Luke faithfully presents the ongoing activity of the 
exalted Jesus in the world through his followers as they proclaim the gospel to all 
nations by the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The third type of material consists of letters. There are twenty-one letters. 
The letters are written to early church communities who share faith in Christ. These 
letters provide instruction on Christian doctrine, identity, and how the people of God 
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are to live as followers of Jesus. As you read through the New Testament letters, it 
is important to realize that they are not arranged in chronological order. Instead, the 
twenty-one letters are grouped together by author, such as Paul (13 letters), the 
writer of Hebrews (1), James (1), Peter (2), John (3), and Jude (1). For each author, 
the letters are arranged by descending length. For example, Romans is the first of 
Paul’s letters in the New Testament, not because it is the earliest or the most 
important but because it is the longest. Philemon is Paul’s final letter, not because 
it is the last or the least important but because it is the shortest. 

The fourth type of material is prophecy. There is one book of prophecy, 
Revelation. This book contains an extended vision of Christ’s present rule and future 
glory. Revelation looks toward the culmination of history at the return of Christ. 
Evil will be defeated and the serpent condemned. The Bible, which began with the 
Garden of Eden, will end with the City of God as the New Jerusalem descends and 
God dwells with his people forever. 
 
The acronym EMPTY 
The acronym CASKET has helped us to read the Old Testament as one redemptive 
story and to locate the various books within their historical context. The acronym 
EMPTY will help us to do the same for the New Testament. God’s plan of 
redemption in the New Testament has been divided into five distinct periods with 
each period having its own heading and date: EXPECTATIONS (430-6 BC), 
MESSIAH (6 BC-AD 33), PENTECOST (AD 33-65), TEACHING (AD 33-95), 
and YET-TO-COME (AD 95-Return of Christ). Each heading describes what takes 
place in the particular period, and the first letter of each heading makes up the 
acronym EMPTY. 
 
Key turning points in the redemptive plan of God 
Each period is “marked off” by a key event. Just as civilizations organize their 
history according to important leaders and decisive events, God instructs us to 
remember key moments within his redemptive plan (Deut. 5:15; Isa. 46:8-9; Luke 
24:6-7; 2 Tim. 2:8). Within each period, we will identify the key dates and events 
that advance God’s saving purpose in Christ. We also want to learn the books of the 
New Testament that pertain to each period. If you are able to memorize the acronym 
EMPTY, along with the dates, key events, and people for each period, this will 
provide a framework for you to learn about the fulfillment of God’s redemptive 
story in the New Testament. The complete acronym CASKET EMPTY will provide 
you with a concise way for remembering the entire sweep of the Bible with Jesus at 
the center. 
 
Why the acronym CASKET EMPTY? 
CASKET EMPTY reminds us that the death and resurrection of Jesus are the focus 
of God’s saving purpose as revealed in the Bible. “For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22). Jesus is the beloved Son sent forth 
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from the Father’s love to die for us (John 3:16). Eternal life is to know Jesus Christ 
whom the Father has sent into the world (John 17:3). Jesus is “the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Peter says that Jesus “bore our 
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pet. 2:24; cf. Isa. 53:5). Paul writes that “God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8). CASKET EMPTY draws our attention to the cross of Christ (1 Cor. 2:2; Gal. 
6:14). 
 CASKET EMPTY also points us to the empty tomb of Christ as the dawn of 
God’s new creation. His resurrection demonstrates that his offering for sin has been 
accepted (Luke 24:5-7). The power of death has been defeated (Heb. 2:14; Rev. 
1:17-18). The accuser has been thrown down and “there is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1; cf. Rev. 12:10). Christ’s 
resurrection is the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” and the guarantee of 
our own resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20). You may recall from our study of the Old 
Testament that Abraham had “resurrection faith.” He believed that God would bring 
life out of that which was dead (Gen. 15:6; cf. Rom. 4:16-22). This “resurrection 
faith” characterized the early church, as it does believers today; we are those who 
believe that God raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 4:23-25). The resurrection of the 
Messiah, which is represented in the title for this Bible study series, is central to the 
Christian faith. 

Furthermore, CASKET EMPTY causes us to embrace the death and 
resurrection of Christ as the model for Christian discipleship and the pattern of New 
Testament ethics. Jesus says: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). We are called to imitate Christ’s 
death in our daily behavior and attitudes, and walk according to the new life offered 
to us in Christ (Phil. 2:5-11). Paul prays that “I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead” (Phil. 3:10-11). 
 Finally, CASKET EMPTY helps us to communicate God’s great redemptive 
story for all peoples. Only when we stand in awe of God’s global purpose are we 
willing to offer our lives in grateful response (Rom. 12:1-2). Only when we behold 
the saving work of Christ can his love compel our dedicated missionary service (2 
Cor. 5:14). Only when our hearts exult in Christ alone are we prepared for an eternal 
celebration of the redeemed who will declare: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” (Rev. 5:12). We join with “every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!’” (Rev. 5:13). 
 
The New Testament timeline 
This study guide is designed to be used with the New Testament timeline. Make 


